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Taking the Punch 
Out of Powerful 

Hurricanes
A Forum on Building Resilience



Event Sponsors

Thank you to our Table Partners

Naples Botanical Garden 
The Conservancy of Southwest Florida

City of Naples 
Collier County 

Disaster Ready Collier County
Collier CARES 

American Red Cross of Southwest Florida 
United Way of Collier and the Keys

David Lawrence Centers for Behavioral Health 
South Florida Water Management District

Special thanks to our moderator 
Eileen Connolly-Keesler, 

Collier Community Foundati on, President and CEO   
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Matt Devitt
Chief Meteorologist

WINK News

Chief Meteorologist Matt  Devitt  is Southwest Florida’s #1 Most Trusted 
Meteorologist, keeping our viewers safe during Hurricane Irma in 2017 and 
Hurricane Ian in 2022. He is a Florida nati ve with extensive experience across 
the state through all types of weather, including tracking tornadoes with WINK 
Live Doppler 3X.

Matt  graduated from the Pennsylvania State University with a degree in 
Meteorology in 2010. He then soon began his professional career in Tornado 
Alley with KTEN-TV. Aft er forecasti ng in Arkansas and Georgia for several 
years, he joined WINK News in his home state in 2016.

Matt  heads the The Weather Authority department and mentors its team of 
meteorologists and interns from across the country. He is a member of the 
American Meteorological Society and the Nati onal Weather Associati on. 
In additi on to hurricane and school talks, he is an acti ve member of the 
community, especially with the American Cancer Society, the Make-A-Wish 
Foundati on, the Multi ple Sclerosis Center of Southwest Florida, and Ronald 
McDonald House Chariti es.

Matt  wanted to be a meteorologist since he was 7 years old and says he’s 
grateful he gets to do what he loves every day. He is supported by his wife 
Elizabeth and new son Jack. In their free ti me, they love traveling, going to 
the beach, keeping in shape, and spending ti me together as a family.

Matt ’s goal will always be to look out for his viewers the same way he looks 
out for his own family. No hype, just the facts will always be his calm approach 
if any storms decide to come Southwest Florida’s way. Trust Matt  and WINK 

PRESENTER



Jennifer Jurado
Chief Resilience Off icer and Deputy Director, 

Resilient Environment Department, Broward County

Dr. Jennifer Jurado is responsible for leading climate resilience and 
environmental planning initiatives for Broward County with a focus on future 
conditions planning, development of resilience standards for new 
infrastructure, shoreline protection, and clean energy intitiatives. 

Throughout her career, Dr. Jurado has fostered public-private partnerships 
key to diverse large-scale initiatives including planning efforts leading to 
development of the C-51 Reservoir, the first multi-jurisdictional water 
resource development project in south Florida, and regional advocacy for 
federal authorization of the Central and Southern Florida Flood Risk 
Mitigation Study. 

Most recently, Dr. Jurado oversaw completion of the multi-year Broward 
Countywide Resilience Plan, reflecting broad municipal  and private sector 
support and robust assessment of economic benefits and outcomes.

Dr. Jurado has been a participant in the four-county Southeast Florida 
Regional Climate Change Compact since its creation in 2009. She has also 
served on the board for the American Society of Adaptation Professionals and 
the American Geophysical Union’s Thriving Earth Exchange.

In 2012, Dr. Jurado was recognized by the White House as a Champion of 
Change for her leadership on climate resilience. 

Dr. Jurado earned her Ph.D. from the University of Miami in Marine Biology 
and Fisheries.
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Dan E. Summers
Director, CEM, FPEM

Collier County Emergency Management

Dan Summers has dedicated nearly four decades to emergency management, 
beginning in 1985 as Director for New Hanover County, Wilmington, North 
Carolina. In 2003, he took on the same role in Collier County, Florida.

In North Carolina, he coordinated 11 Presidenti al disaster declarati ons and 
played a key role in nuclear power, port operati ons, hazardous materials, fi re, 
EMS, and search and rescue. Wilmington was recognized as a FEMA Project 
Impact Community under his leadership, and he testi fi ed before Congress 
alongside FEMA Director James Lee Witt .

Dan holds a Bachelor’s in Emergency Management from Thomas Edison 
State University and has completed FEMA’s Professional Development Series, 
the Executi ve Leadership Program at the Naval Postgraduate College, and 
the Senior Executi ve Leadership Program. He is a member of the Nati onal 
Associati on of Search and Rescue.

He has served on the Nati onal Emergency Management Forum Board, 
contributed to the University of Nevada, Las Vegas’ disaster history initi ati ve, 
and received the Naples Chamber’s Disti nguished Public Safety Award in 2018.

A former paramedic and fi refi ghter in Greensboro, North Carolina, Dan 
directed the UNC Greensboro Emergency Medical Associati on and established 
New Hanover County’s fi rst Advanced Life Support ground and air ambulance 
program.

As Collier County’s Emergency Management Director, he leads preparedness, 
response, recovery, and miti gati on eff orts. Since moving to Naples in 2003 with 
his wife Dorothy and their three children, he has coordinated 32 presidenti ally 
declared disasters, ensuring the safety and resilience of his community.

PRESENTER



RESOURCES

Your voice is a powerful tool in building a resilient Naples. 
We encourage you to reach out to local officials and share your ideas, concerns, 
and recommendations about hurricane resiliency. By engaging with community  
leaders—whether through town hall meetings, direct communications, or local  
advocacy groups—you help shape policies that protect our homes, businesses,  

and future. Together, we can drive the improvements needed to safeguard  
our community against the increasing threat of hurricanes.

Collier County Commissioners  
and County Manager
3299 Tamiami Trail East, Suite 303
Naples FL 34112

District 1  
Commissioner Rick LoCastro
rick.locastro@colliercountyfl.gov
239-252-8601

District 2  
Commissioner Chris Hall
chris.hall@colliercountyfl.gov
239-252-8602

District 3  
Commissioner Burt Saunders
burt.saunders@colliercountyfl.gov
239-252-8603

District 4  
Commissioner Dan Kowal
dan.kowal@colliercountyfl.gov
239-252-8604

District 5  
Commissioner Bill McDaniel
bill.mcdaniel@colliercountyfl.gov
239-252-8605

County Manager Amy Patterson
amy.patterson@colliercountyfl.gov
239-252-8383

Naples City Mayor, Council 
and City Manager
735 8th Avenue South
Naples, FL 34102

Mayor Teresa Heitmann
mayorheitmann@naplesgov.com
239-213-1000

Vice Mayor Terry Hutchison
thutchison@naplesgov.com
239-213-1005

Council Member Ray Christman
rchristman@naplesgov.com
239-213-1035

Council Member Beth Petrunoff
bpetrunoff@naplesgov.com
239-213-1004

Council Member Bill Kramer
wkramer@naplesgov.com
239-213-1011

Council Member Linda Penniman
lpenniman@naplesgov.com
239-213-1027

Council Member Berne Barton
bbarton@naplesgov.com
239-213-1009

City Manager Gary Young
gyoung@naplesgov.com
239-213-1030
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Informed giving. Powerful results.

1110 Pine Ridge Road, Suite 200   Naples, FL  34108

239-649-5000    CollierCF.org

239-300-7055        GNLwebsite.org

5200 Crayton Road, Naples, FL 34103

239-261-5469        NaplesUCC.org

SPONSORS

YEARS




